
It must have been back in 1938 when my parents 
decided I was too small to walk over three miles 
to school. That’s when my dad donated three 
acres of land on which to build a school. This new 
school would be built one mile from our home--
much closer. 
    My dad, Chris Sigurdson, along with my uncle 
Frank and a bachelor by the name of Fred Hall 
who was a black man, took teams of horses and 
wagons to Benalto, to get lumber and shingles, 
so the building could begin. Two carpenters were 
hired by the school board to oversee the construc-
tion of the building. The schoolhouse was started 
in 1939. A lot of volunteer hours were needed to 
get the building started and closed-in by the first 
day of school. The cloakrooms and siding weren’t 
finished until the next summer. My dad had a car, 
so he was appointed to meet the train to pick 
up the teacher who was coming to Benalto from 
Calgary. The school was named New Centerville 
(#791).
    By the time the new school was built, I was 
eight-years-old, and this is when I started Grade 
One. My first teacher was Miss Inez Gearhart. 
The only other teacher I had was Mrs.Isbister. The 
school soon became the hub of the district, with an 
annual Christmas Concert, Friday night dances, 
wedding dances, box socials, shoe socials, shad-
ow socials and pie socials along with showers for 
newlyweds. At various social evenings, anything 
from lunch boxes to shoes and pies were auc-
tioned off to the highest bidder. If you purchase 
the item, you would then look around the hall for 
the lady who matched your purchase and that was 
your date for the evening. For the shoe auction, a 
lady would take off one shoe, and the highest bid-
der would have to look around the room and find 
the matching shoe. And then there were shadow 
auctions when a sheet would be held up, and a 
lady would stand behind 
it with a light behind her. 
The lady would appear 
larger or smaller than 
she was, according to 
how close she was to 
the light. This deceived 
the bidder and made for 
good entertainment.  
    Sometimes dona-
tions for World War II 
were collected at New 
Centerville School. Dur-
ing the war years, army 
trucks would be seen, 
picking up metal, rubber 
tires or anything to help 
the war effort. 
    I always missed the 
first month of school 
to help with harvest as 
during the war there 
was no hired-help to be 
had. Everybody was in 
the army.  We grew up 
fast and were expected 
to help on the farm-
-anything for the war ef-
fort, we were told. 
    I quit school after 
grade eight as there 

were plenty of jobs, but no men to do them. 
    After a few years, New Centerville School 
closed and kids were bussed to town schools. 
When the school came up for sale, my wife, Ellen, 
and I bought it. We remodeled it, put a basement 
under it, and it made a good home for our growing 
family. I was careful to leave the same hook on 
the wall--the one I used to hang my coat on when 
I first started school. 
Eighty years later I’m still in the same school. But 
now I call it “home.”
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We encourage you to call ahead
 For your convenience apply online  

rockycreditunion.com

          Get 1.5% Cash Back
Bring your Mortgage to RCU

for CA$H

Some terms and conditions may apply
Offer available for a limited time

Talk to our Mortgage Specialists 
  

Call 403.845.2861

138 ACRES ROLLING PARK-
LAND, and magnificent hillside 3 
BR ranch home. 2020 sq. ft. with 
all amenities, decks, hot tub, etc. 

Walk-out lower, self contained 2 BR 
suite. 40 ac hay, balance rolling pas-
ture, springs and woodland, on 
pavement, barn, shop, garage, live-
stock facilities., Eckville. $749,000

255 ACRES ROLLING 
GRASSLAND, and creek val-
ley, carry 50-60 pairs, Approx 
100 acres hay or grain some 
years.  Good creek, some tim-
ber, spring, fenced, cross 
fenced.  Older home, rented, 
services, garage. Entwistle, 
$549,000

160 ACRES ROLLING GRASSLAND, some timber, springs, 
ponds, 2 BR home, basement, 

garage, oil 
r e v e n u e , 
s e c l u d e d . 
E c k v i l l e 
$575,000

VIC’S LISTVIC’S LIST
Partial List - Call 403 846-1242 for more listings

Vic Maxwell  
Associate

403-846-1242

Real Estate Auctions • Subdivision Development
FARM & RANCH GENERAL REAL ESTATE

Ontrack realty Office: 403-343-3344
email:  realestate@ontrackreddeer.com

113 ACRES 16’x76’ mobile home, quonset shop, approx 50 
acres hay or pasture, balance timber, oil revenue, river front, 
Rimbey  $489,000

155 ACRE ROLLING PARKLAND, 
ranch or recreation capabilities.  
Beautiful 2 storey 2382 sq ft 5 bdrm, 
4 bath show home with attached 
garage, outbuildings. Bentley Ski-Hill 
area.  $1,149,000
MOUNTAIN VIEW 111 acres 
65 crop, creek, fenced, on 
pavement, close to Rocky 
REDUCED $349,000

FARMSFARMS

SOLD

7.5 ACRES power, wooded site, Rimbey $119,000
5 AC Wooded, fenced, view, Cow Lk $199,500

ACREAGESACREAGES

4 ACRES 5 BEDROOM 
HILLSIDE HOME Barn, heated 
garage, 3 bath, wooded, Raven. 
REDUCED $269,000

SPECTACULAR CREEK-SIDE 5BR HOME
BARN-LOFT-HEATED SHOP-CABIN

9.5 acres South Fork on Prairie Creek, 2006 sq. ft. main level, 2 
fireplaces, superb western style decor, all varnished wood, log 
and stone decor. Famous trout stream. $692,500

12.3 ACRES rolling, nice 4 BR home, 
basement, wood stove, large rec 
room, cold room, 2 garages, large 
machine shed. Everdell. $339,000.

144 AC ON HIGHWAY power, well, shop, oil revenue, 
industrial zoning ON HIGHWAY #11, ROCKY. $449,000

C-STORE SITE 3 acres, on pavement, Central Alberta $290,000

COMMERCIAL PROPERTIESCOMMERCIAL PROPERTIES
CENTRAL ALBERTA HOTEL Large attractive bar, 7 VLT’s, 
restaurant, modern kitchen, busy liquor store, busy  going 
concern.  Phone Vic. 

R&T WOODWORKS.ca

403-350-7408

Robert & Theresa Harriman

Salt Box & 12’ Feed Bunk $250 Ea
8x16 Calf Shelter $975.00

Delivery & Taxes extra
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Western Star 
Classified Ads

Deadline Monday at noon    
Regular classified ads 

30 words or less, $7.00  
Phone 403 729-3000  

E-mail wtrnstar
@telusplanet.net


